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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 00672 
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TAGS: PEPR, EK, SP 

SUBJECT: GOS EXPECTS CRUNCH ON EQUATORIAL GUINEA IN MARCH 
REF: 77 MADRID 7457 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE FOREIGN MINISTRY'S DEPARTING CHIEF 
FOR SUBSAHARA AFRICA AND CONTINENTAL ASIA (CASSINELLO), 

THE GOS NOW EXPECTS ITS PLANNED PRESSURE ON EQUATORIAL 
GUINEAN PRESIDENT MASIE TO REACH A CRITICAL POINT 

IN MARCH. AT THAT POINT TWO AIRCRAFT OF THE EG 
INTERNAL AIRLINE (A JOINT SPANISH/EG VENTURE) ARE 
EXPECTED TO REACH THE END OF THEIR PERMISSIBLE FLYING 
TIME, AND MASIE WILL EITHER HAVE TO COME UP WITH HIS 
SHARE OF THE MONEY FOR REPLACEMENTS OR THE GOS WILL 
ALLOW THE AIRLINE TO CLOSE DOWN. MASIE HAS ALREADY 
HAD EXPLAINED TO HIM, BY A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
SPANISH AIRLINE IBERIA, THE ABSOLUTE NATURE OF THE 
TECHNICAL AND LEGAL BARS AGAINST USE OF THE AIRCRAFT 
AFTER THEIR HOURS ARE UP. 

2. THE TECHNICAL/LEGAL EXPLANATION, CASSINELLO 
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EXPLAINED, WAS AIMED AT KEEPING MASIE FROM CLAIMING HE 
HAD NO WARNING. MASIE'S REACTION WHEN THE TIME CAME 
WAS NEVERTHELESS IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT, CASSINELLO 
SAID, AND IT WAS NOT INCONCEIVABLE THAT INSTEAD OF 
FLYING INTO A RAGE HE WOULD TURN OUT BOTH TO HAVE 
THE MONEY AND TO BE WILLING TO USE IT. 
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3. WHILE CASSINELLO UNDERSTANDABLY DID NOT EXPRESS MUCH 
HOPE IN THE LATTER POSSIBILITY, HE GAVE THE IMPRESSION 
THAT HE WOULD CLEARLY PREFER IT. WE RATHER SUSPECT, IN 
FACT, THAT OFFICIAL SPANISH IRE MAY HAVE SUBSIDED 
IN THE TIME ELAPSED SINCE MASIE GAVE THE OFFENSIVE 
SPEECH THAT SET THE GOS ON ITS CURRENT COURSE (REFTEL), 

AND THAT THE GOS WOULD PREFER TO AVOID BOTH THE 
POTENTIAL RISKS TO THE SPANIARDS RESIDING IN EG, AND THE 
POSSIBLE REPERCUSSIONS ON ITS RELATIONS WITH OTHER 
AFRICAN COUNTRIES, THAT COULD RESULT FROM ITS BREAKING 
WITH ITS FORMER COLONY. STABLER 
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